11/09/2004 TUE 11:33 FAX r-h^. 

: ;i 

Attorney Docket No, 54008.S076.USOO 

P01-0018 

In the Claims: 

Please cancel claim 31 as shown on the attached claim sheets. 
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In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that the claims are in condition for 
allowance, and a Notice of Allowance is requested. : 
Dated: _, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 



Customer No. 45540 
Perkins Coie LLP 
Patent - LA 
P.O. Box 1208 
Seattle, WA 98111-1208 
Phone: (310)788-9900 
Fax: (206)332-7198 



PERKINS COIE LLP 
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Kenneth H. Ohriner 
Reg. No. 31 ,646 
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COMPLETE SET OF PENDING CLAIMS 
1-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Original) A method for processing a microelectronic workpiece having 
a front side, a back side, and an edge comprising the steps of: 

placing the microelectronic workpiece into a chamber; 
immersing the front side, back side, and edge of the microelectronic 
workpiece within a first processing fluid while rotating the microelectronic workpiece; 
rinsing and drying the microelectronic workpiece; 

immersing the back side and edge of the microelectronic workpiece with a 
second processing fluid while rotating the microelectronic workpiece such that the front 
side of the microelectronic workpiece is not exposed to the second processing fluid; 
and 

rinsing and drying the microelectronic workpiece. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising the 
step of introducing vibrational energy to the chamber during the step of immersing the 
microelectronic workpiece within the first processing fluid. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the vibrational energy is 
introduced adjacent to the edge of the microelectronic workpiece. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 9 y wherein the vibrational energy is 
introduced adjacent to the back side of the microelectronic workpiece. 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising the 
step of introducing vibrational energy to the chamber during the step of immersing the 
microelectronic workpiece with the second processing fluid. 
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1 3. (Original) The mei!hod of claim 1 i 9 wherein the vibrational energy is 
introduced adjacent to the edge of jjhe microelectronic workplace. 

14. (Original) The mejhod of claim 12, wherein the vibrational energy is 
introduced adjacent to the back sicfe of the microelectronic workpiece. 

15. (Original) The me|iod according to claim 8, wherein the first 
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processing fluid includes a reactivd 
HF, and TMAH. 

16, (Original) Theme 



steps. 



18-21. (Cancelled) 
22. (Previously Presented 



agent selected 



from the group consisting of H 2 S04, 



hod according to claim 8, wherein the second 
processing fluid comprises a mixturb of HF and H 2 0 2 . 

17. (Original) The metiod of claim 8> further comprising the step of 
rotating the microelectronic workpiece during one or both of the rinsing and drying 



3 

front side, a back side, and an edg^ comprising the steps of: 



) A method fori processing a workpiece having a 



immersing the front s 
workpiece into a first processing flu d; 

rinsing the workpiece; 
immersing the back side and edge of; 



de, back side, 4nd edge of the microelectronic 



processing fluid with the front side Of the workpiece not exposed to the second 
processing fluid; and 

rotating the workpiece] during at leastjone of the immersing steps. 



[54O08-8076/LAO431 40.002J 

PAGE 6/7 * RCVD AT 1 1/9/2004 2:37:: 



the workpiece into a second 



34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/24 ' DNIS:2731298 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



11/09/2004 TUE 11:34 FAX 

* ! V- ; ; j. ' . 

Attorney Docket No. 540Q8J3076.USOO 

PO1-0018 

23. (Previously Presentee ) The method according to claim 22, further 
comprising the step of introducing vibrational energy to the workpiece during at least 
one of the immersing steps. 

24- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the vibrational 
energy is introduced adjacent to the edge of the workpiece. 

25. (Previously Presentee ) The method bf claim 23, wherein the vibrational 
energy is introduced adjacent to the back side of the workpiece. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 22, further 
comprising the step of treating the workpiece with ozone. 

27. (Previously Presenteql) The method according to claim 22, wherein the 

!a mixture of HP and H 2 0 2 , 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 further comprising the 

: : '. 
: ! ' • ! 

step of rinsing and drying the workfajiece, after immersing the back side and edge into 
the second processing fluid. 

29. (Previously Presented]) The method of claim 28 further comprising the 
step of drying the workpiece after tie first rinsing; step. 

30. (Previously Presentee)) The method bf claim 29, further comprising the 
step of rotating the workpiece during one or both; of the rinsing and drying steps. 

31. (Cancelled). 

32. (Previously Presented) The method bf claim 22, further including the step 

]n and off. 

33. (Previously Presented!) The method of claim 22, further including the step 
of varying the intensity of the vibrational energy. 
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second processing fluid comprises 



of switching the vibrational energy <d 
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